
 

 

 

 

 

 

RESTORING LAND, WATER & COMMUNITY 

RESILIENCE 

ZANELE KUZHANGA

n the 24th- 28th of September 2019 the City of Cape 

Town hosted the 8th World Conference on Ecological  

Restoration. Delegates from Sixty eight countries 

around the globe met at the Century City Conference Center in 

Cape Town to deliberate on ecological restoration projects and 

programs as means of helping the earth bounce back from 

human caused damage over the years. 

 

Almost sang as a harmonious 

chorus were the words “community engagement”, with an 

emphasis on ensuring that ecological restoration projects entail 

involving, strengthening and empowering communities. The 

theme focused on how degraded land, contaminated water 

courses may be restored by communities for communities. 

 

Restoration starts with restoring that degraded piece of land in 

and next to your yard. With each community member taking 

responsibility of a fragment of land, much can be achieved.    

 

O 

 ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT AND PLANNING 

FIRST QUARTER NEWSLETTER 2019/2020 
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“Ask not what 

your country can 

do for you but, 

ask what can I 

do for my 

country?” 

BASICS OF COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT IN ECOLOGICAL 

RESTORATION 

 Respect community leadership 

 Understand local protocol 

 As a restoration practitioner, be a 

part of the community 

 Refer to local knowledge 

 Develop community trust 

 Invest in people first then restoration 

 Restore without destroying core 

values 

 Understand people’s beliefs for 

success 

 



 

 

CITY OF MBOMBELA 
CELEBRATES 
MANDELA DAY 
By NOMPUMELELO MSOMI 

The 2019 Mandela Day 

marked the celebration of the 

101 birthday of the late former 

statesman, Nelson Mandela. 

In an effort to make a positive 

change in its communities 

and the environment, City of 

Mbombela celebrated this 

event for three consecutive 

days.  

On 17th July 2019 the private 

sector and the municipality 

partnered to clean-up 

Anderson Street at the 

Mbombela City Centre. A 

key outcome of this event 

was the erection of a 

Mandela Heart at Crossings 

Shopping Centre to promote 

plastic recycling.  

  

This was followed by 

a clean-up at 

Msholozi (Ward 14) 

on the 18th July 

2019. This event 

was led by IUCMA. 

The last event was 

organized by the 

municipality’s 

Environmental 

Management 

division on the 19th 

of July 2019. 

Activities on this day 

included a clean-up/ litter 

picking at four identified illegal 

dumping spots, exhibitions by 

different stakeholders to 

provide information to the 

youth and learners of Sibhulo 

Secondary School and lastly 

there was a fire drill 

performance by the Working 

on Fire team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I DREAM OF OUR VAST 

DESERTS, OF OUR 

FORESTS OF ALL OUR 

GREAT WILDERNESS. WE 

MUST NEVER FORGET 

THAT IT IS OUR DUTY TO 

PROTECT THIS 

ENVIRONMENT.” 

NELSON MANDELA 

 



 
      

 

MBOMBELA CELEBRATES ARBOR 

DAY 

By SANDILE LUBISI  

 

In South Africa, the month of 

September is known as the   

National Arbor Month, a 

month in which citizens are 

encouraged to plant trees and 

consider the importance of 

trees and plants. In 

celebration of this significant 

event, the City of Mbombela 

in partnership  with the 

Agricultural Research Council 

(ARC) on the 2th and 3rd of 

September 2019 handed out 

indigenous trees to motorists 

at the Crossing intersection in 

Mbombela and at Cnr. 

General and Brand 

streets in Barberton. 

The motorists were also 

given a brochure with 

basic tree planting 

guidelines. The trees 

included 70 

Portulacaria afra 

trees; commonly known 

as Spekboom. This 

tree can absorb and 

store large quantities of 

carbon depending on 

its size. It is thus an 

important species in 

addressing the effects 

of climate change. In 

addition, it is easy to 

grow and can withstand 

droughts. Mbombela 

communities are urged

to continue planting 

trees beyond the Arbor 

Month.  

 

 

Most motorists were happy to 

receive a gift early in the 

morning 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

The first sitting of the Environmental Management 

Forum meeting for 2019/20 financial year was held on 

the 19th September 2019 at Mercure hotel, 

Mbombela. Mr. Sikhumbuzo Dlamini; an independent 

consultant from Wandima Environmental Services 

was introduced to members as the new chairperson 

to drive forum meetings this financial year.  

 

Dicussions centered around the following items: 

Recycling of light bulbs presented by Mr. Kwazi 

Ndaba from eWaste Africa.  

By law, light bulbs are not to be landfilled as they 

contain mercury which is harmful to the environment 

and dangerous to human health.  

The recycling of bulbs is the 

only solution for 

environmental protection 

because one fluorescent 

tube contains enough 

mercury to pollute 30 000 

litres of water.  

Mr. Ndaba mentioned that 

the recycling process 

produces 3 significant 

outputs namely; glass, 

mercury and steel from the 

bulb caps. 

Glass is sold to glass recyclers, mercury to chemical 

manufacturers and steel caps to steel recyclers.  

 

Bio Cleaning solutions presented by Ms. Suzette 

Mouton. This presentation was based on bio-enzyme, 

eco-chemical, cleaning and hygiene products. The 

company is a trusted, ethical supplier of world class 

bacterial, enzyme, probiotic, microbial and eco-

friendly chemical products. These products are 

natural, biodegradable world class bacterial, enzyme 

and eco-friendly cleaning and chemical products 

based on South African soil cultures. The company 

has positively contributed by creating local jobs and 

assisting with the country's trade deficit in addressing 

key national priorities of socio-economic 

improvement as well as sustainable environmental 

preservation. 

 

City of Mbombela progress report presented by 

Ms. Khethiwe Malaza and Mr. Sihle Mthembu. The 

presentation was structured according to the 

deliverables of the City of Mbombela Environmental 

Management section. It included the following 

matters: 

 

 Air quality and climate change 

adaptation; the meeting was informed 

that the municipality is compiling an Air 

Quality Management Plan (AQMP) that 

is due for completion in March 2020. 

Members were urged to participate in 

the process especially facilities that are 

subject to AELs and the general public.  

 

 Biodiversity management: Acting 

Manager: City Parks (Mr. Martin 

Pearson) presented on their alien plants 

control program. Highlights shared with the 

forum was that City Parks won the Arbor City 

Award 2019 with a prize tag of R300 000 
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 Waste management; the presentation gave 

an insight pertaining waste management 

priorities, planned projects, achievements 

and challenges. Members advised the 

municipality to invest more on community 

based recycling programs to create job 

opportunities for the youth while reducing the 

level of illegal dumping.  

 

 Water management and conservation; 

Discussions centred around the fact that dam 

levels in the Crocodile Catchment are 

extremely low especially in the Southern 

Region and that water rationing is imminent. 

The public is urged to use water sparingly. 

 

 Education and awareness; a presentation 

was made regarding the arbor month 

activities. It was said that a total of 200 trees 

were given to motorists at intersections in 

Mbombela and Mjindi. These were 

indigenous trees (Speekboom and Aloe 

Vera). This was meant to encourage tree 

planting within and amongst communities. 

Some of the trees were donated by the 

Agricultural Research Council and 

DARDLEA.  

 
 

 Compliance and impact management; EIA 

applications received in the first quarter (July-

September 2019) were shared with the forum 

with a view to show the level of involvement 

towards spatial and development planning in 

Mbombela. Key projects that were 

highlighted include the N4 Karino 

interchange and the N4 expansion from 

Karino to Mara (from single lane to dual 

carriageway).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City of Mbombela Environment 
Management Forum 

For more information, please contact: 

Ms. Nompumelelo Msomi 

Education and Awareness Program 

013 759 2374 

Nompumelelo.Msomi@mbombela.gov.za 
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